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In every biography, the interest lies chiefly in bringing
out the interplay of character and circumstance. Such
will be the interest of our present study. We shall see
an educational tradition revived and made potent in a
world of change and disintegration. We shall see ever new
forces working upon that tradition, and shall witness its
attempts to harmonise its principles with the actual con-
ditions of the day. Mistakes are made, compromises have
to be effected, difficulties press and demand instant solution.
A strong central government, and a spirit that has for its
mainspring unity of heart and purpose are the strength of
the Society of the Sacred Heart. This unity can only be
understood by those who realise something of the tradition
on which it is founded. To that tradition, then, we must
dedicate our opening chapters.

